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Leonardtown, MD 20650 Leonardtown, MD 20650 :
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TO: Maryland Intergovernmental Review & Coordination (MIRC)

SUBJECT: FY2026 COPS Technology and Equipment Program (Invitation-Only, Noncompetitive
Application) O-COPS-2026-172583-PKG00293023

DATE: July 14, 2026

The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office), has invited the
St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO) to apply for $800,000 in funding under the FY2026 COPS
Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) Invitational Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the
SMCSO Mobile Command Vehicle technology and equipment project. This project is included in the FY2026
minibus spending bill passed by Congress and signed into law by the President.

Through this opportunity, St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office is requesting $800,000 to purchase a self-propelled,
motorhome-style Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV) configured so that its operation will not require a commercial
driver’s license. The MCV would be equipped with the tools and technology necessary for rapid deployment from
SMCSO and would provide a secure, mobile structure for critical-incident operations, including electrical power, an
onboard generator, radio and computer capabilities, equipment storage, and a conference/work area. Although the
grant does not require a local match, CSMC approval is requested to expend up to $250,000 from Locally Forfeited
Funds Project # 2409LF to cover the remaining cost of procuring the Mobile Command Vehicle and related
equipment needs.

It appears this application is subject to review by State Under Executive Order 12372. Thus, we are sending this
submission through the MIRC. Also, an eligibility requirement for this grant opportunity is that State and local
governmental entities must comply with 8 U.S.C. §1373, which provides that State and local government entities
may not prohibit, or in any way restrict, any government entity or official from sending to, receiving from,
maintaining, or exchanging information regarding citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any
individual with components of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or any other federal, state or local
government entity. This includes any prohibitions or restrictions imposed or established by a State or local
government entity or official. SMCSO complies with 8 U.S.C. § 1373. Based on the June 22, 2026, guidance
issued by the Maryland Attorney General’s Office, SMCSO understands that applicable Maryland law does not
prohibit the sending, receiving, maintaining, or exchanging of citizenship or immigration-status information
addressed by 8 U.S.C. § 1373. See complete submission for more information regarding this.

FY2026 TEP provides funding to state, territorial, local, Tribal, and other entities designated for Community
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending in the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
Joint Explanatory Statement (JES) for the Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy and Water Development; and
Interior and Environment Appropriations Act, 2026 (Public Law 119-74). Although FY2026 TEP is a
noncompetitive program, all eligible funding recipients must complete an online application containing specific
and detailed budget and narrative information before receiving an award.

Enclosed are the SF-424 submission, other documents, and information related to the project. Historical Background
follows on the next page.



Historical Background:

March 2021-October 2023 — SMCSO communicated with Congressman Steny Hoyer’s Office regarding funding
opportunities for a replacement Mobile Command Vehicle and formally requested assistance in identifying
potential funding sources.

April 30-May 7, 2024 — Congressman Hoyer’s Office identified the COPS Technology and Equipment Program
as a possible funding source and requested additional project information. On May 7, 2024, the Commissioners
of St. Mary’s County (CSMC) approved a Letter of Support for the project. Senator Jack Bailey and Dr.
Meenakshi G. Brewster, MD, MPH, St. Mary’s County Health Officer, also provided a letter of support for this
project in May 2024.

February 4, 2026 — County leadership was notified that Senators Chris Van Hollen and Angela Alsobrooks had
advised SMCSO that the Mobile Command Vehicle project would receive $800,000 in FY2026 Congressionally
Directed Spending funding.

March 11, 2026 — The COPS Office notified SMCSO that $800,000 had been designated for the “SMCSO
Mobile Command Vehicle” project and would be administered through the FY2026 TEP NOFO.

June 2, 2026 — SMCSO received the official invitation to apply for $800,000 under the FY2026 TEP Invitational
NOFO. This was received from the Office of Community Orienting Policing Services USDOJ.

July 14, 2026 — The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County Government approved the submission of the pre-
application for the subject grant.

Thank you for reviewing this submission. Please reach out to Captain Richard Russell at 240-538-2879 or M. Carlotta
“Lotti” Bell, CFAO, at 240-298-6866 should you have any questions or need additional information.

Respectfully,

Stev@gyﬂau
Sheri

St. Mary’s County, Maryland




WORKSPACE FORM SUPPORT@GRANTS GOV

This Workspace form is one of the forms you need to complete prior to submitting your Application Package. This form can be completed in its entirety offline using
Adobe Reader. You can save your form by clicking the "Save" button and see any errors by clicking the “Check For Errors” button. In-progress and completed forms
can be uploaded at any time to Grants.gov using the Workspace feature.

When you open a form, required fields are highlighted in yellow with a red border. Optional fields and completed fields are displayed in white. If you enter invalid or
incomplete information in a field, you will receive an error message. Additional instructions and FAQs about the Application Package can be found in the Grants.gov
Applicants tab.

OPPORTUNITY & PACKAGE DETAILS:

Opportunity Number: 0-COPS-2026-172583

Opportunity Title: FY26 COPS Technology and Equipment Program

Opportunity Package ID: PKG00293023

Assistance Listing Number: 16.710

Assistance Listing Title: Public Safety Partnership and Community Policing Grants

Competition ID:

Competition Title:

Opening Date: 06/02/2026

Closing Date: 07/16/2026

Agency: Community Oriented Policing Services

Contact Information: COPS Office Response Center

Workspace ID: Ws01693102

Application Filing Name: SMCSO Mobile Command Vehicle (Co.Proj.Us2607)
UELI: NWV6B4HHRQL9

Organization: COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Form Name: Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)
Form Version: 4.0

Requirement: Mandatory

Download Date/Time: Jul 14, 2026 11:43:44 AM EDT

Form State: No Errors

FORM ACTIONS:



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 03/31/2029

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):
|:| Preapplication New | |
X Application [] Continuation * Other (Specify):

[] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:
|Completed by Grants.gov upon submission. | |O—COPS—2 026-172583-PKG00293023 |
5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier:

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: |:| 7. State Application Identifier: |MARYLAND |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

*a. Legal Name: |Commissioners of St. Mary's County |

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): *c. UEL

52-6001015 | | [wvesannroL

d. Address:

* Street1: |23150 Leonard Hall Dr |
Street2: | |

* City: |Leonardtown |
County/Parish: |St. Mary's County |

* State: |MD: Maryland |
Province: | |

* Country: |USA: UNITED STATES |

*Zip / Postal Code: [20650-5801 |

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Name:

St. Mary's Co Sheriff's Office | |Special Operations Division

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: |Mrs . | * First Name: |Mary |

Middle Name: |Carlotta "Lotti" |

* Last Name: |Bell |

Suffix: | |

Title: |Chief Financial and Administrative Officer

Organizational Affiliation:

|St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office |

* Telephone Number: |2402986866 Fax Number: |

* Email: |lotti.bell@stmaryscountymd.gov |




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

B: County Government

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

|Community Oriented Policing Services

11. Assistance Listing Number:

16.710

Assistance Listing Title:

Public Safety Partnership and Community Policing Grants

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

0-COPS-2026-172583

* Title:

FY26 COPS Technology and Equipment Program

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

| ‘ Add Attachment | ’ Delete Attachment H View Attachment

*15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV)

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments | ‘ Delete Attachments | | View Attachments




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a. Applicant *b. Program/Project

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

| ‘ Add Attachment | ’ Delete Attachment H View Attachment |

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: |01/23/2026 *b. End Date: |01/23/2028

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal | soo,ooo.oo|

* b. Applicant | 0.00]

* c. State | 0.00]

*d. Local | 0.00|

* &. Other | 250, 000.. 00

*f. Program Income | 0. OO|
|

*g. TOTAL 1,050,000.00|

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

|X| a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on -

|:| b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.
|:| c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

|:| Yes No

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach

| | ‘ Add Attachment | ‘ Delete Attachment | ‘ View Attachment

21. *By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances** and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 18, Section 1001)

** | AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: |Mrs . | * First Name: |Mary |

Middle Name: [carlotta "Lotti” |

* Last Name: |Bell |

Suffix: | |
* Title: |Chief Financial and Administrative Officer |
* Telephone Number: |2402 986866 | Fax Number: |

* Email: |Lotti .Bell@stmaryscountymd.gov

* Signature of Authorized Representative: Completed by Grants.gov upon submission.

* Date Signed: |Completed by Grants.gov upon submission.




Lotti Bell

From: Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS)
<copsusdoj@service.govdelivery.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2026 1:43 PM

To: Sheriff's Fiscal Mgmt

Subject: FY2026 COPS Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) NOFO is Now OPEN

Some people who received this message don't often get email from copsusdoj@service.govdelivery.com. Learn why this is
important

June 2, 2026
Dear Mary Carlotta “Lotti” Bell:

The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office) is pleased
to invite your agency, St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office, to apply for funding under the FY 2026 COPS
Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) Invitational Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFQO) in the
amount of $800,000.00 for the following technology and equipment project: “SMCSO Mobile Command
Vehicle.”

FY 2026 TEP provides funding to state, territorial, local, Tribal, and other entities designated for
Community Project Funding / Congressionally Directed Spending in the Commerce, Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies Joint Explanatory Statement (JES) for the Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy and
Water Development; and Interior and Environment Appropriations Act, 2026 (Public Law 119-74).
Although FY 2026 TEP is a noncompetitive program, to receive the grant award, all eligible funding
recipients are required to complete an online application that provides specific and detailed budget and
narrative information outlining the agency’s project.




The COPS Office will issue awards with a 24-month period of performance, with a period of performance
start date of January 23, 2026, the enactment date of Public Law 119-74. Costs incurred on or after
January 23, 2026, but prior to issuance of an award and approval of the project budget by the COPS
Office may be reimbursed, but are incurred at the applicant’s own risk, as authorized costs will be
limited to those approved by the COPS Office.

Please review the FY 2026 TEP Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and related documents, including
the FY 2026 TEP Application Resource Guide, which are available on the COPS Office website at
https://cops.usdoj.gov/tep. These documents contain important instructions and information about the
application process and award requirements.

Completing an application under this program is a two-step process:

Before You Begin: SAM. Register with the SAM (System of Award Management) database or
confirm or renew your existing SAM registration.

Confirm your entity’s electronic business point of contact (E-Biz POC) in SAM is accurate.

Step 1: Grants.gov Register with Grants.gov or confirm your existing registration. Submit the first
part of your application in Grants.gov The direct link to this NOFO in grants.gov is
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362643 . The deadline to complete this step is Thursday,
July 16, 2026, at 4:59 p.m. ET. Note: If the APPLY button is not active when you are logged in to
Grants.gov, contact your agency’s Grants.gov Authorized Organized Representative (AOR) for
assistance, or review the steps for registering your organization in Grants.gov

Step 2: JustGrants. Onboard your agency to the JustGrants Justice Grants System. Complete and
submit the second part of your application in JustGrants (https://www.justicegrants.usdoj.gov).
Complete application packages for the FY 2026 TEP funding opportunity are due by Thursday, July
23, 2026, at 4:59 p.m. ET.

Detailed instructions and explanations of the application process can be found in the FY 2026 TEP
Application Resource Guide, with additional resources available at Training: Application Submission |
JustGrants Resources.

The COPS Office looks forward to working with your agency. If you would like more information or require
technical assistance during the application process, please contact the COPS Office Response Center
at AskCOPSRC@usdoj.gov or 800-421-6770.

Sincerely,
Brenda Worthington
Assistant Director

Grants Administration Division



You have received this email because you have requested Awards updates from the U.S. Department of Justice's Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Office. Your
subscription information may not be used for any other purposes.

Manage Your Subscriptions | Department of Justice Privacy Policy | GovDelivery Privacy Policy

This email was sent to sherifffiscalmgmt@stmaryscountymd.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: The Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office) -145 N St, NE - Washington, DC 20530 - 800-421-6770
















































Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Instructions

For the purpose of this program, the terms “unmanned aircraft system,” “drone,” and “unmanned aerial
vehicle” all have the meaning given to the term “unmanned aircraft system” in 49 U.S.C. § 44801(12), “an
unmanned aircraft and associated elements (including communication links and the components that
control the unmanned aircraft) that are required for the operator to operate safely and efficiently in the
national airspace system.” (Hereinafter, “UAS”). The term “counter-UAS system” has the meaning given
to the term in 49 U.S.C. § 44801(5), “a system or device capable of lawfully and safely disabling, disrupting,
or seizing control of an unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft system.” (Hereinafter, “counter-UAS”).

Blue UAS Cleared List (Blue List): the Blue List is a reference portal for the U.S. Department of War
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA), U.S. Government, and industry partners, providing an
aggregated list of compliant UAS systems and components. https://bluelist.appsplatformportals.us/

Consolidated Screening List (CSL): CSL is a list, maintained by the International Trade Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, of parties for which the United States Government maintains restrictions on
certain exports, reexports, or transfers of items. https://www.trade.gov/consolidated-screening-list

20. Does the applicant propose to purchase UAS with award funds?
O Yes
d No
If yes,
20a. By checking the box, the applicant acknowledges he or she understands that if any

Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) is purchased with award funds:

1. It must be one manufactured by an entity included, as of the date of purchase, on the U.S.
Department of War Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) Blue UAS Cleared List
(available at https://bluelist.appsplatformportals.us/);

2. It must not be manufactured by an entity that will be included, as of the date of purchase, on
the International Trade Administration of the Department of Commerce’s Consolidated
Screening List (available at https://www.trade.gov/consolidated-screening-list);

3. No modifications or additional accessories that are not on the DCMA Blue UAS Cleared List
will be introduced to the purchased UAS. Further, the applicant understands that the entity
operating the UAS must have sufficient policies and procedures regarding privacy, civil
liberties, and information technology cybersecurity related to the operation of the UAS; and

4. Counter-UAS or activities are unallowable under this program.
N/A | understand.*

*Validation Error Message: Please check the box.

FY 2026 TEP Survey Questions 12



Certification.of Review and Representation of Compliance

21.

22.

23.

MBy checking the box, the applicant indicates he or she understands that: (1) the applicant will
comply with all legal, administrative, and programmatic requirements that govern the applicant
for acceptance and use of federal funds as outlined in the applicable COPS Office Grant
Application Resource Guide, the COPS Office Award Owner's Manual, the DOJ Grants Financial
Guide, Assurances, Certifications, all Executive Orders, and applicable Presidential Memoranda,
program regulations, laws, orders, and circulars; (2) the applicant understands that as a general
rule COPS Office funding may not be used for the same item or service funded through another
funding source; and 3. the applicant and any required or identified official partner(s) listed in this
application mutually agreed to this partnership prior to submission.*

ﬁBy checking the box, the applicant indicates he or she provides a certification that: (1) the
programs to be funded by the grant meet all the requirements of the COPS Office statute (34
U.S.C. § 10381, et seq.); (2) all the information contained in the application is correct; and (3) the
applicant will comply with all provisions of the COPS Office statute (34 U.S.C. § 10381, et seq.) and
all other applicable Federal laws.*

dBy checking the box, the applicant indicates that he or she understands that the COPS Office
may require your agency to review, confirm and/or update specific data items in the submitted
application and failure to respond may eliminate the application from funding consideration.*

*Validation Error Message: Please check the box.

Acknowledgement of Electronic Signature

24,

By checking the box, the applicant indicates that he or she understands that “clicking to agree” in
this application and the required forms, including the Assurances, Certifications and, if applicable,
Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form are just as legally enforceable as physical signatures.

| understand.*

*Validation Error Message: Please check the box.

FY 2026 TEP Survey Questions 13



June 30, 2026

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Community Oriented Policing Services
145 N Street NE

Washington, DC 20530

Subject: FY2026 COPS Technology and Equipment Program Grant Application, St. Mary’s County
Sheriff’s Office Mobile Command Vehicle Project

Thank you for this noncompetitive, invitational, funding opportunity which provides funding to state,
territorial, local, Tribal, and other entities designated under the heading “Community Oriented Policing
Services, Technology and Equipment Community Projects / COPS Law Enforcement Technology and
Equipment” in the Congressional Joint Explanatory Statement — Division C, which is incorporated by
reference into Public Law 119-74, to develop and acquire effective law enforcement equipment,
technologies and interoperable communications that assist in responding to and preventing crime and
expand the implementation of community policing. Equipment funded under this program should meet
any applicable requirements of the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s Office of Law
Enforcement Standards.

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO) is applying for $800,000 in funding for a Mobile
Command Unit. Through this funding opportunity, one of the additional eligibility factors for applying
for this grant is that “State and local governmental entities must comply with 8 U.S.C. §1373, which
provides that State and local government entities may not prohibit, or in any way restrict, any
government entity or official from sending to, receiving from, maintaining, or exchanging information
regarding citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any individual with components of
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or any other federal, state or local government entity. This

includes any prohibitions or restrictions imposed or established by a State or local government entity or
official.”

Relative to the eligibility requirement, SMCSO has consulted with Deputy County Attorney Houser
and our agency counsel regarding the FY2026 TEP eligibility requirement concerning compliance with
8 U.S.C. § 1373. Based on the June 22, 2026 guidance issued by the Maryland Attorney General’s
Office, SMCSO understands that applicable Maryland law does not prohibit the sending, receiving,
maintaining, or exchanging of citizenship or immigration-status information addressed by 8 U.S.C. §
1373. Accordingly, legal counsel has advised that SMCSO may execute the required certification.

Respectfully,

Steven A. Hall, Sheriff
St. Mary’s County, Maryland
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May 7 2024

The Honorable Steny Hoyer
1705 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

DPear Congressman Hoyer:

‘The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County support the St. Many 's County SherifTs Office’s request
for the SMCSO Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV). Currently. the Sherif("s Office maintains a 2006
Featherlite pull-behind trailer with a 2008 Ford 550 Pick-up truck as a Mobile Command Unit. The
current unit is antiquated, very narrow, limited in space. does not have a restroom and is not efficient in
functionality.

"The proposcd motorized Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV) unit would be a large motor home sty le
vchicle, which does not require a CDL and is equipped with the necessary tools and technology that can
be deployed on a moment’s notice from the St. Mary’s County Sherift®s Office. This MCV would
provide a secure and mobile structure [or critical incident operations. to include electricity. generator.
radio computer capabilities. equipment storage, conference area, and restroom facilitics,

A MCYV provides a vital setting for law enlorcement wherein responding personnel of a critical
incident or evenl can securely mect. stage. brief, and deploy resources. Decisions include scene
continme /s curity, lire/EEMS resources response. road closures. need for evacuation routes,
communi 1tions to the public. and countless others relating to mitigating, investigating, and returning
the comi mity to a normal status.

I he MCV will be used for large-scale community events. eritical incidents or catastrophes. weather
events, mising person searches. that may be prolonged for a1 extended period. Critical incidents that
hay ¢ affected the community range {rom active crime scencs. barricaded suspects. critical missing
persons cl ild/elderly). aircraft crashes (civilian military), large-scale community and other special
events, weather (hurricanes/tornadoes). to active shooter situations in a school. business, or
community. Additionally. the Sheriff's Oftice. through its mutual aid agreements with allied agencics.
would mc ihize the MCV in response to regional critical incidents.

I his MCV will increase the efficiency and effectiveness of communication between responding
public safety partners to include but not limited to: Commissioners ol St. Mary’s County ; various
Fire LMS; Maryland State Police: Department of Defense; other Federal. State. and l.ocal law
enforcement agencies; Health Department; Department of F'mergency Services; Emergency
Management Agency; St. Mary’s County Public Schools: Maryland State Highway : and the Department
of Public Works & Transportation. Thus. allowing for the continuity of operations and the elfective

PO.BOXGI3 * CHVSAPIAKL 3 ¢ )1 G *d] 7OBALDRIDGE SI., LEONARDTOWN, M 20650
3 1474200 X 1350 2 1AN 3014 54935 ¢+ www.stimaryscountymd.govt CSMC a STMARYSCO NTYMD.GOV



Page 2
The Tonorable Steny Hoyer
May 7. 2024

management ol critical incidents in a self-sustained unified command environment. which the Cederal

Emergency Management Agency (FEVMA) and the Mary land Department of Emergency Management
(MDEM) have identified as best practice.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.
CO MISSIONLRS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.ames Randy Guy. President

CSMC SH sl
I Consent 20210 3

Cc: Commissioner Mike Alderson, Jr.
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Scott R. Ostrow
David Weiskopf, County Administrator
Steven THall. St. Mary’s County Sheriff

P.O.BONOGSS CHISAPT ARL B 1 DNG * 41770 BALDRIDGE ST EONARD WS, A 20650
PHONE 301.4754200 EX1. 1350 # 1 AX301.1 54935 « waw stmaryscountymd.gov+ CSMC a s MARYSCO NIYMD.GOV



May 9, 2024

The Honorable Steny Hoyer
1705 Longworth House Office Building
Washington. DC 20515

Re: Letter of Support — St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Mobile Command Vehicle
Dear Congressman Hoyer:

| am writing to express my support for the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office’s request for grant funding for a new Mobile
Command Vehicle (MCV). The proposed motorized MCV unit would be a large motor home style vehicle, which does not
require a CDL and is equipped with the necessary tools and technology that can be deployed on a moment’s notice from
the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office. This MCV would provide a secure mobile structure for critical incident operations
and include electricity, generator, radio and computer capabilities, equipment storage, conference area, and restroom
facilities.

An MCV provides a vital setting for law enforcement where personnel responding to a critical incident or event can
securely meet, stage, brief, and deploy resources. Decisions include scene containment and security, fire and EMS
resources and response, road closures, need for evacuation routes, communications to the public, and countless others
relating to mitigating, investigating, and returning the community to a normal status.

The MCV will be used for large-scale community events, critical incidents or catastrophes, weather events, and missing
person searches that may be prolonged for an extended period. Critical incidents that have affected the community
include active crime scenes, barricaded suspects, critical missing persons, aircraft crashes, large-scale community and
other special events, weather events, and active shooter situations in schools, businesses, or communities. Additionally,
the Sheriff’s Office, through its mutual aid agreements with allied agencies, would mobilize the MCV in response to
regional critical incidents.

This MCV will increase the efficiency and effectiveness of communication between responding public safety partners to
at all levels of government, including Federal, State, and local law enforcement agencies. This would allow for continuity
of operations and the effective management of critical incidents in a self-sustained unified command environment, which
the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Maryland Department of Emergency Management have identified
as best practice.

Thank you for your consideration of my support of this important request to assist the Sheriff’s Office in their efforts to
protect the residents of St. Mary’s County and Southern Maryland. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Senator Jack Bailey



Administration, Records & Health Services: 301 =475 -=4330

ST. MARY'S COUNTY Environmental Health: 301 — 475 — 4321

HEALTH DEPARTMENT Medical Assistance Transportation: 301 — 475 — 4296
Maryland Relay Service: 1 - 800 = 735 — 2258
Meenakshi G. Brewster, MD, MPH - Health Officer Email: smchd.healthdept@maryland.gov

5/9//2024

The Honorable Steny Hoyer
1705 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Hoyer,

The St. Mary’s County Health Department (SMCHD) is pleased to support the St. Mary’s County
Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO) request for the SMCSO Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV).

Sheriff Steven Hall and the members of the Sheriff’s Office have been invaluable partners,
demonstrating their commitment to public safety and health through their tireless collaboration
with SMCHD. This successful partnership has been evident throughout the Opioid Epidemic, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and our ongoing efforts to address our community's public health
(including behavioral health) concerns.

As the local health department for St. Mary’s County, Maryland, SMCHD is responsible for
protecting and promoting the health of our residents. As the county’s leader in public health, the
agency is committed to ensuring that community members have access to personal and
environmental health services and information. SMCHD also plays a crucial role in preparing for,
responding to, and recovering from emergencies and disasters. During public health emergencies,
an SMCSO mobile command post could assist us when we rely on SMCSO to ensure safety at
mass testing sites and at point-of-distribution sites for items such as antimicrobial prophylaxis or
treatment, potassium iodide tablets, other treatment, and vaccines.

Our goal is to partner with other institutions to optimize the health of our county’s

residents, with efforts toward community health and emergency planning. The MCV will increase
the efficiency and effectiveness of communication between responding public safety partners.
This allows for the continuity of operations and effective management of critical incidents.

Identifying best practices is crucial to improvement and development of all public services.
Unified Commands when dealing with critical incidents have been identified as a best practice,
and we are pleased to lend our support to the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office and their request
for the SMCSO Mobile Command Vehicle (MCYV). This initiative will support and aid numerous
community partners.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like more information about the St. Mary’s County
Health Department and our partnership with the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office.

Respectfully,
[

Meenakshi G. Brewster, MD, MPH
St. Mary’s County Health Officer

21580 Peabody Street, P.O. Box 316, Leonardtown, MD 20650
SMCHD.org | Facebook.com/SMCHealthDepartment | Instagram: @SMCHD_gov





